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When religious groups use their faith to fuel their nationalistic desires, seri-
ous security issues arise. The terrorist organization al-Qaida finds its roots  
in the Sunni tradition of Islam. Founded by Osama bin Laden in the late  
1980s from the remnants of the Muslim resistance to the Soviet takeover of 
Afghanistan in 1979, al-Qaida was formed to directly combat the increasing 
role of Western influences on Muslim countries and return those nations to 
more fundamental Islamic regimes.11 While the death of bin Laden in 2011 
weakened the organization, many other groups remain committed to Islamic 
rule. The Taliban in Afghanistan, the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria  
(ISIS), Lashkar-e-Taiba in Pakistan, the Abu Sayyaf group in Malaysia and the 
Philippines, and the Armed Islamic Group in Algeria persist. Since the mid-
1990s, al-Qaida has also reached out to groups loyal to the Shia view of Islam, 
most notably Hezbollah, an Iranian-backed Lebanese militia that has exerted 
influence across the Middle East.

Source: Sarah Glazer, “Sharia Controversy,” CQ Global Researcher 6, no. 1 (2012): 1–28.
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Stoning, amputation are rarely used.

A handful of predominantly Muslim countries—such as Saudi Arabia, Iran, and Pakistan—allow hadd punishments  
(such as stoning or amputation) for serious crimes, but such punishments are rarely carried out.

Hadd punishments in 12 Muslim countries

Country Allowed by law Are Used Today

Egypt No n/a

Morocco No n/a

Saudi Arabia Yes No recent stonings, but amputations continue

Sudan Yes Has declined significantly

Turkey No n/a

Afghanistan Yes, but with disputed legality No

Iran Yes Irregularly

Pakistan Yes No

Indonesia No n/a

Malaysia No, except in certain states No

Mali No No

Nigeria Yes, in northern states No stoning; amputations have declined significantly
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